Early History of

Pantation CountryCluh Boise ID
Establishe®-24-1916 as Bois€CountryCluh Course Opened-¥8-1917
Reestablished a®lantation Country Club in 1930
Course Architectd. Chandler Egan
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club to be known as the Boise Golf and Country Club, located at Piarke Plans for the formation of
such an organization are now being discusaed a preliminary meeting of tlse behind the movement
was held at the Boise Commerci@l dzo NB 2Y & CNARF & yARBIBYWE O6LRFK2 {4l

So beganvhat was to becom®oise Country Cluib 1916 Fourteen years later, in 1930)lowing a
collapse of aailroad companynd its ensuing lawsuig new corporation would emerge t@-establish
the clubasthe Plantation Country Club.

But first, somehistorical perspectiveGolf was first introduced to Boise in 1900 by a group of golf
enthusiasts who laid out six holasFort Boise a federal armynstallationalso known as Boise Barracks
From all indications this was an unflattering course, probably more akin to whabwenow as a pitch
and putt course. Nevertheless, it was galid by any measure this wasvery earlyappearance ofjolf

in the Northwest and most likely the first in IdahdOnly a few golf clubs existatithat time in the
Northweststates, most notably he Tacoma Golf Club (1894), the Seattle Golf Club (1@@8Jpuntry
Qub of Seattle (1896), and the Spokane Country Club (1898) in Washington State, ar@ahdhart Golf
Course €.1892) andVaverly Golf Club (1896) in Oregon.

Lostto history iswho andon what date the first AMr. ‘Tombler of the War Eagle Con-
golf ball was teed up in Idahor for that Hﬂmtfﬂ Slining gpany narrowly es-

. X ca a sever accident while playing
matter, who dec_lded to lay out those first few golf onl the Bolse barracks. links yes.
holesat Fort Boise The frst newspaper terday afternoon. A ball hit by a com-
account of golf being playetiere appears in panion atruck him in the eye. reduc.,

o g Vg P yA . PP p . a Ing his glasses to smithercens and glv- -
1900: 6 LU A& ISUUAYT U2 O0S img him a number of sever gashes, A 2 U 2
the socalled golf links oBunday. Golf is as yet Sllmrtm‘-;'hr:'i" pre‘?;qus:iy T‘J”&f‘r <]=1hﬂm-

. plon m On 2 nand and a heavy
a dream here, bUf[ the young people go in seal ring was the only thing that saved
busses, carry their golf sticks and try to make him from recelving a fractured finger.
the dream a reality. It is to be hoped Boise will Alr. Tombler will not be able to play

. _ . ~ golf agaln for some tlme. He {3 order-
azzy o2l au 2 fdaleStatésmah2 f T jng a bullet proof suit for the next

6-3-1900) occaslon.
Idaho Statesman-8-1900

Golf in its early dayim the Northwestwasconfined mostly to the membersf high society Private

clubs were suallyfoundedby bankers, lawyers, and other businessmemj one wouldas likelyfind

stories about golf in the society pages as the sports palyesontrast the first appearance of golf in

Boise seems to have attracted the younger, ggtisas well a 2 & 4 Y G X az2YSUKAy3 Syl
athletic girls and kindled the flame inthe®@d 3S &2 dzi KQa oNBIl ad flrad 6SS|1 o
6SNB YdOK Syezeé S fdaio Gbidsyian-82il800) 4SS o¢

D 2 f pbularityat Fort Boiseontinued to growthrough the end of 1900 aniehto 1901 Inexplicably
interest waned, and nodlf activities were reported in the local newspapers for the rfextteenyears
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Various groups madeccasionaattempts to organize a clutburing that time, butto no avail By 1914,

one frustrated proponent lamented that Idaho was the last state i tdnion to not have a golf club,
though that was notjuite true. Hayden Lak€ountry Club, known as Bozanta Tavern at the timael,

built a golf coursén northern Idahdor its resort guests in 11®, and the Lewiston Golf Club in Lewiston,
Idahohad establishedtselfin 1913.

That all changed 191516, when not one, but two, golf clubs organized in Boise: The Boise Golf Club in
1915 and the Boise Country Club in 191erhaps inspired by dramatic win &gnateurFrancé Ouimet
in the 1913 U. pen interest in goltook a sudden risen Boise and elsewhere.

Inlate 1914, Boise residenCharles W. Gill, a Scotsman recently arrived in America, took it upon himself
to lay out arudimentarycourse near his home in the foothills four miles westhef City. As the word
spread, more came out from the City to join Gilkifjoying the ancient pastime

By May 1915, there was enough interestoi@anize a club of 35 members and the Boise Golf Club was

born. Led by Judge C. H. Lingenfelter, the membeproved the cours@ndinvited golf professionals

from Oregon to teach the new players the fundamentals of the game. The course, with its sand greens

andits hilly terrain with itsmanyridges and ravinegroved to be a difficult one It would laterearn the
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grow as they organizeiurnaments, held sociavents, and competed with other clubs. The Boise Golf

Club would survive until 1929 when it disb&adand the course was turned over to become the

American Legion Golf Course.

In the meantime, another group of businessnled by Robert Davidsom recent arrival from
Tennesseenet on August 24, 1916 to officially organize itself as the BoisetyoQlub. This was not

to be just a golf clubit would offer other activities such as tennis, and even perhaps pdavidson was
elected presidentJudge F. S. Dietrich as vice presidant] Lewis W. Ensign as secretaeasurer The
new club wouldseek to lease the 124 acre Pierce Park propentych closer to the City center than the
Boise Golf Clullpcated on the banks of the Boise Rif@rits new course

Robert Davidson was born in New York in 1865
to Charlesand MargaretDavidson, immigraist
from Aberdeen, ScotlandThe family moved to
Chattanooga, Tennessee where the elder
Davidson set up a grocery business.

DAGSY KA&a TFlLaKSnhRa {O20GA4a
surprising thathe young Davidsolearned to

play golf, eventually becoming a member of the
Chattanoogazolf and Country Club (est. 1896).

He became a top player in the club, and would

bring his golfing skills to Boise sometiine

1914. Davidsorwould establish his own

wholesale grocery business in Boise.

.- RPN 01 - At the age of 50, he founded the Boise Country
Robert Davidson (18651936)founder Clubin 1916 served as its first president and

of Boise (later Plantation) Countrju® became its first club champiom 1917

Page2 of 9



TheBoise Country IGb filed for incorporation oné&ptember 9, 196 and elected nine directors to the
board.

By Novembed9vc = G KS Of dz0 Qd RANBOG2NE KIFIR yS3I2GAF 4GSR |
Boise Valley Traction Company, a railroad company which operated the line from Boise to Nampa as

well as the interurban line within Boise proper. The two parties agreedléase for a period of 10

years, with the club holding the option to buy the property at the end of that period for $35,000. By the
time the lease had been signed, the club counted 140 prospective members who pledged the $50

initiation fee.

The board of directors also contracted witte famed golfer and archite¢d. Chandler Egai1884¢

1936)of Medford, Oregon to lay out an I®le course.! & NBLR2 NG SR o0& I t2NIf | yR
Chandler Egan, former National champion andNexthwest ttle holder, arrived in Portland yesterday

from Boise, Idaho, where he has been layingout akBf S O2 dzNBES F2NJ 6 KS . 2A &
(Morning Oregonian 1:21-1916. 9 3y & X ' yy2dzy OSR (KI G GKS O2 dzN&
finest and pretties©O2 dzZNES& Ay GKS ! yAGSR {GFGSadé

Henry Chandler Egan was born in Chicago,
lllinois in 1884 and learned to play golf at
Exmoor Country Club. He attended Harvard
University where he was captain of the golf
team. He won the U.S. Amateur titles in 1904
and 1905, and was the first U.S. golfer to medal
in the Olympic Games in 1904, winning the
silver in individual completion and gold in the
team competition.

In 1911 Egan left competitive golf behind, and
moved to Medford, Oregon wheltge bought an
apple orchard. He returned to competitive golf
in 1914 andvon numerous championships in
the Pacific Northwest. He played in two Walker
Cup matches, in 1930 and 1934.

At about the time he laid out Boise Country
Club, he turned to gbarchitecture as a career
and became a noted golf course designer. Itis
not clear if Boise Country Club was his first
design, but it was certainly one of the first.
Egan is nted for his design or renovation of
such Northwest courses as Eugerie Gswego
Lake € Waverley C, Riverside G&C,
Eastmoreland G and Indian Canyond@ He
: also partnered witithe famedAlister McKenzie
e to renovate Pebble Beach Golf Course in 1929.
In 1936 he golf world mourned the death of
this much admired gentleman golfer

. CHANDLER Ecan X
H. Chandler Egan (18841936) architect of Boise
(later Plantation) Country Club
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Perce Park was a forest of cottonwood trees, and the arduous wbckitting the trees and removing
stumps took months to complete. Paths of 150 to 175 feet were cut threluglforest according to
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design, ofterunder the direction ofScottishor English

on the property to make theourse more linkéike, NE YA y A 4 OSy (i
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golf professionalsas to clear out all the trees
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however, Egan left in place many of the trees to line the fairways, providing shade for the golfers during

the hot summer months.

Boise Country Club opened its clubhouse doors wihla dance party on June 21, 1917:
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Thursday evening marked another epoch in the
recreational history of the city. The club is at
what was formerly known as Pierce park, a tract
belonging to the Bae Traction company.

The night was perfect for dancing, and the
YdzZaA O o0& ¢2YLNAyaQ 2NDOK
enjoyed. The grounds are ideal for the

purposes of a country club. The charming L
shaped lake presented a beautiful picture as the
guests motored at to the ground<t (Idaho

Statesman @€2-1917)

About 200 dancers enjoyved the pa- B

villon Thursday evening. La
American flags wers hung from IT:E:
sldes, almost completely screenlng in
the dancing 1iloor. On one slde a
emoking den had been fitted up with
Wavajos and rustle chafrs. The im-
provised “pewderlng room” for the
ladles was formed froam hig flags at
the other end. The buffet supper ta-
ble earried out the patriotle colors in
its decoratlons. Deautiful baskets of
red and white roses and blue delphin-
fum formed the decoration. The or-
chestra was screened by flags also,
and Indian baskets filled with red and
white reses and bachelor buttons add-
ed to the decoration. The punch table
was decorated with roses also,

Idaho Statesman-22-1917
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The course opened for playmonth lateron July 18, 1917 though only six holes were ready for play.

Boise Country ClubTeeing off Hole #1
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The entire course presents a beautiful picture. Nestling in the
valley, with the foothills stretching along in the background, it has
natural scenic beauty that few links can offer.

Three of the longest holes, 4, 5 and 6, stretch along the edge of
the Boise river for a total of 1145 yards. Others skirt the lagoon
and it is necessary to drive across this body of water to play holes
1 and 3. .

At the present time holes 1, 2, 3, 4, 17 and 18"are open. The
next four to be opened will be numbers 5, 14, 15 and 16. When the
full 18-hole course is completed, it will have a total of 6329 yards
from holes 1 to 18, divided as follows: '

Hole. Yds. Hole. Yds. Hole. Yds.
[ 334 7 eeiiinnann 330 i 600
2 220 | J— i 4,..0000...150

N PP 0 9. 390 | T, 366
Do, 365 10.....n.... 19  16...... ... 490
Jevrarrnnns 410 1l...eeuen.. 509 | 423
Ouevananans 370 1200 ... 300 L S 400

Total....... 6329 yards

Idaho Statesman-22-1917
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Boise Country CIubH'oIe #3 'greem; 1917 Boise Country ClugUnknown goifer— 1917

Idaho Statesman-4- 1917
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