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Early History of 
Plantation Country Club, Boise, ID 

Established 8-24-1916 as Boise Country Club, Course Opened 7-18-1917 
Re-established as Plantation Country Club in 1930 

Course Architect: H. Chandler Egan
  
άLŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘŜŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘΣ .ƻƛǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōƻŀǎǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
club to be known as the Boise Golf and Country Club, located at Pierce Park.  Plans for the formation of 
such an organization are now being discussed and a preliminary meeting of those behind the movement 
was held at the Boise Commercial Cƭǳō ǊƻƻƳǎ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΦέ όLŘŀƘƻ {ǘŀǘŜǎƳŀƴ т-15-1916.) 
 
So began what was to become Boise Country Club in 1916.  Fourteen years later, in 1930, following a 
collapse of a railroad company and its ensuing lawsuit, a new corporation would emerge to re-establish 
the club as the Plantation Country Club. 
 
But first, some historical perspective:  Golf was first introduced to Boise in 1900 by a group of golf 
enthusiasts who laid out six holes at Fort Boise, a federal army installation also known as Boise Barracks.  
From all indications this was an unflattering course, probably more akin to what we now know as a pitch 
and putt course.  Nevertheless, it was golf, and by any measure this was a very early appearance of golf 
in the Northwest, and most likely the first in Idaho.  Only a few golf clubs existed at that time in the 
Northwest states, most notably the Tacoma Golf Club (1894), the Seattle Golf Club (1896), the Country 
Club of Seattle (1896), and the Spokane Country Club (1898) in Washington State, and the Gearhart Golf 
Course (c.1892) and Waverly Golf Club (1896) in Oregon. 
 
Lost to history is who and on what date the first 
golf ball was teed up in Idaho, or for that 
matter, who decided to lay out those first few 
holes at Fort Boise.  The first newspaper 
account of golf being played there appears in 
1900:   άLǘ ƛǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
the so-called golf links on Sunday.  Golf is as yet 
a dream here, but the young people go in 
busses, carry their golf sticks and try to make 
the dream a reality.  It is to be hoped Boise will 
ǎƻƻƴ ōƻŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǊŜŀƭ ƎƻƭŦ ƭƛƴƪǎΦέ (Idaho Statesman 
6-3-1900) 
 

 
Idaho Statesman 8-4-1900 

 
Golf in its early days in the Northwest was confined mostly to the members of high society.  Private 
clubs were usually founded by bankers, lawyers, and other businessmen, and one would as likely find 
stories about golf in the society pages as the sports pages.  In contrast, the first appearance of golf in 
Boise seems to have attracted the younger set, girls as well as ōƻȅǎΥ  ά Χ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƴǘƘǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
athletic girls and kindled the flame in the saǾŀƎŜ ȅƻǳǘƘΩǎ ōǊŜŀǎǘ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΦέ  (Idaho Statesman 8-12-1900).   
 
DƻƭŦΩǎ popularity at Fort Boise continued to grow through the end of 1900 and into 1901.  Inexplicably, 
interest waned, and no golf activities were reported in the local newspapers for the next fourteen years.  
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Various groups made occasional attempts to organize a club during that time, but to no avail.  By 1914, 
one frustrated proponent lamented that Idaho was the last state in the Union to not have a golf club, 
though that was not quite true.  Hayden Lake Country Club, known as Bozanta Tavern at the time, had 
built a golf course in northern Idaho for its resort guests in 1912, and the Lewiston Golf Club in Lewiston, 
Idaho had established itself in 1913.  
 
That all changed in 1915-16, when not one, but two, golf clubs organized in Boise: The Boise Golf Club in 
1915 and the Boise Country Club in 1916.   Perhaps inspired by dramatic win by amateur Francis Ouimet 
in the 1913 U. S. Open, interest in golf took a sudden rise in Boise and elsewhere. 
 
In late 1914, Boise resident Charles W. Gill, a Scotsman recently arrived in America, took it upon himself 
to lay out a rudimentary course near his home in the foothills four miles west of the City.  As the word 
spread, more came out from the City to join Gill in enjoying the ancient pastime. 
 
By May 1915, there was enough interest to organize a club of 35 members and the Boise Golf Club was 
born.  Led by Judge C. H. Lingenfelter, the members improved the course, and invited golf professionals 
from Oregon to teach the new players the fundamentals of the game.  The course, with its sand greens 
and its hilly terrain with its many ridges and ravines proved to be a difficult one.  It would later earn the 
moƴƛƪŜǊ άǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭȅ Ǝƻŀǘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦέ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ мфмрΣ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ǿŀǎ ƘƛƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ 
grow as they organized tournaments, held social events, and competed with other clubs.  The Boise Golf 
Club would survive until 1929 when it disbanded and the course was turned over to become the 
American Legion Golf Course.      
 
In the meantime, another group of businessmen led by Robert Davidson, a recent arrival from 
Tennessee, met on August 24, 1916 to officially organize itself as the Boise Country Club.  This was not 
to be just a golf club: it would offer other activities such as tennis, and even perhaps polo.  Davidson was 
elected president, Judge F. S. Dietrich as vice president, and Lewis W. Ensign as secretary treasurer.  The 
new club would seek to lease the 124 acre Pierce Park property, much closer to the City center than the 
Boise Golf Club, located on the banks of the Boise River for its new course.   
 

 
Robert Davidson (1865 ς 1936) founder  
of Boise (later Plantation) Country Club 

Robert Davidson was born in New York in 1865 
to Charles and Margaret Davidson, immigrants 
from Aberdeen, Scotland.  The family moved to 
Chattanooga, Tennessee where the elder 
Davidson set up a grocery business. 
 
DƛǾŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ ǊƻƻǘǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ not 
surprising that the young Davidson learned to 
play golf, eventually becoming a member of the 
Chattanooga Golf and Country Club (est. 1896).  
He became a top player in the club, and would 
bring his golfing skills to Boise sometime in 
1914.  Davidson would establish his own 
wholesale grocery business in Boise. 
 
At the age of 50, he founded the Boise Country 
Club in 1916, served as its first president and 
became its first club champion in 1917.
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The Boise Country Club filed for incorporation on September 9, 1916 and elected nine directors to the 
board. 
 
By November 19мсΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƘŀŘ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘŜŘ ŀ ƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛŜǊŎŜ tŀǊƪ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
Boise Valley Traction Company, a railroad company which operated the line from Boise to Nampa as 
well as the interurban line within Boise proper.  The two parties agreed to a lease for a period of 10 
years, with the club holding the option to buy the property at the end of that period for $35,000.  By the 
time the lease had been signed, the club counted 140 prospective members who pledged the $50 
initiation fee. 
 
The board of directors also contracted with the famed golfer and architect H. Chandler Egan (1884 ς 
1936) of Medford, Oregon to lay out an 18-hole course.  !ǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊΣ άIΦ 
Chandler Egan, former National champion and ex-Northwest title holder, arrived in Portland yesterday 
from Boise, Idaho, where he has been laying out an 18-ƘƻƭŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƻƛǎŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ƭǳōΦέ  
(Morning Oregonian 12-11-1916).  9Ǝŀƴ άΧ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
finest and prettiest ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦέ 
 

 
H. Chandler Egan (1884 ς 1936), architect of Boise 
(later Plantation) Country Club 

Henry Chandler Egan was born in Chicago, 
Illinois in 1884 and learned to play golf at 
Exmoor Country Club.  He attended Harvard 
University where he was captain of the golf 
team.  He won the U.S. Amateur titles in 1904 
and 1905, and was the first U.S. golfer to medal 
in the Olympic Games in 1904, winning the 
silver in individual completion and gold in the 
team competition.  
 
In 1911, Egan left competitive golf behind, and 
moved to Medford, Oregon where he bought an 
apple orchard.   He returned to competitive golf 
in 1914 and won numerous championships in 
the Pacific Northwest.  He played in two Walker 
Cup matches, in 1930 and 1934. 
 
At about the time he laid out Boise Country 
Club, he turned to golf architecture as a career 
and became a noted golf course designer.  It is 
not clear if Boise Country Club was his first 
design, but it was certainly one of the first.  
Egan is noted for his design or renovation of 
such Northwest courses as Eugene CC, Oswego 
Lake CC, Waverley CC, Riverside G&CC, 
Eastmoreland GC, and Indian Canyon GC.   He 
also partnered with the famed Alister McKenzie 
to renovate Pebble Beach Golf Course in 1929.  
In 1936 the golf world mourned the death of 
this much admired gentleman golfer.
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Pierce Park was a forest of cottonwood trees, and the arduous work of cutting the trees and removing 
stumps took months to complete.  Paths of 150 to 175 feet were cut through the forest according to 
9ƎŀƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǊǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǳƎƘΦ  ! ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
design, often under the direction of Scottish or English golf professionals, was to clear out all the trees 
on the property to make the course more links-like, ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΦ  In Boise, 
however, Egan left in place many of the trees to line the fairways, providing shade for the golfers during 
the hot summer months.  
 
Boise Country Club opened its clubhouse doors with a gala dance party on June 21, 1917: 
  
 ά¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻƛǎŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ŏƭǳō 
Thursday evening marked another epoch in the 
recreational history of the city.  The club is at 
what was formerly known as Pierce park, a tract 
belonging to the Boise Traction company. 
 
 The night was perfect for dancing, and the 
ƳǳǎƛŎ ōȅ ¢ƻƳǇƪƛƴǎΩ ƻǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ 
enjoyed.  The grounds are ideal for the 
purposes of a country club.  The charming L-
shaped lake presented a beautiful picture as the 
guests motored out to the grounds.έ  (Idaho 
Statesman  6-22-1917) 

 
Idaho Statesman 6-22-1917 

 
 
The course opened for play a month later on July 18, 1917 though only six holes were ready for play.  
 

 
Boise Country Club - Teeing off Hole #1 

 
Idaho Statesman 7-22-1917
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Boise Country Club ς Hole #3 green ς 1917 
 

 
Boise Country Club ς Unknown golfer - 1917

 

 
Idaho Statesman 7-4- 1917 
 
 


